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Commuter program gets

$300K in federal fun ing

- By CATHERINE DOLINSKI
..Special to The Joumal ‘

Dulles and Lee; burg business
owners hungry to hire more work-
'erssoonmllbea’bletorecrmtﬁ'om

rural areas, thanks to

new
tation linking Virginia

’ ]ow-ted{r communiti

The 'Virginia Reglonal Trans-
portation Association in Leesburg

s receiving about $300,000 in fed- -
‘eral funds to create shuttle pro-.

- grams linking rural and low-in-

. come areas ‘in Loudoun,’ Clarka'

and Fred

areas

“For evi one of those hlg‘h

techjobs in the Dulles' Comdor, we.

lmqwtherearetlu‘eetofourserv

- ice and administrative jobs needed
that thh-tech worker,” -
k McGs chief execu:
tive officer of the gn'g:méa Regional
Transportation Association, - -

- tosu
said

The federal funds, awarded by
the U.S. Department of Transpof-
tation thro the V

ederal funding for transpor-
eh igh-and

erick counties with’ em- -
ployersmthe Ieesburgand Dullm :

ia De- "’

: mdustnes

- Vans will move between ther-
ints in Loudoun; Clar!

Freggnck ‘counties. ‘and employ-

ment centers in the Dulles Corri-

dor. One route will start in Win-

" chester, stopping . along Route 7

while en route to businesses on

‘Route 28. The second route will
.stop in Purcellville, Leesburg and

Sterling before head,mg mto the

" Dulles Corridor.

“Any soit of program we can get
that might staff the types of pos
tions most difficult to staﬂ' w111
havea ltlve impact for us,” said

enham, spokesw0man for .
the Loudoun Convention and Visi-
tors Association.

McGregor said the rural coun- -
ties chosen to participate in the

shuttle program had appealed to

the Transportation Association for

solutions to their transit problems.

- The organization already provides

services for other rural areas of the
state, including Fauquler and Or-
ange oouht1es . ‘
Services from the’ orta-
tion Association have worke won-

%.xtment of Rail "Public  ders for some local res1di%s said
" Transportation, wﬂl»be matched = David Phillip; a self-sufficiency
by a grant of roughly $300,000, specialist for County’s De-

m the state Department of So-,. -partment of Social Services. . :
McGregor said. " “It’s been ver successful,” he

. said. “Ithelps’ peoplenot onlygetto’

am  provides ‘
services,” said Chip Badger, as jobs, but to medical servi@s and
tantdmectoroftheRaJlandf_f . ‘child-careservices.” | .- ..

"The foderal grant also inclides

(S8}
jobg vWUEN\Y$72,000tOpurch8.53avan1
tw hCéard to expand the Tra ]

on As-
sociation’s service: to - Gﬂlpe

Fauqmer, Orange and Madg;;‘:

Kadl { “*ﬁ .‘J “_\“
McGregor hopes' ~the Loudoun
County program will be at least as

asits pre&e@sov Suc-‘

":’;cizﬂhketfwmﬁ‘gel beh " “Tfwe 't wle Jloyabl
en Y, e can ge people employable.
entry-level jobs 1 ereté%l and cﬂ'thﬁ 87‘ Plls,th?nk how
taurant, manuf: ¢ muchmo‘ will save,” he said.




