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ABSTRACT

This tenth in the series of reports on the Transportation Service Coordination
Plan (TSCP) of the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission reviews the
institutional and legislative settings within which transportation policies and programs
are planned and implemented in Northern Virginia. Scores of agencies and
organizations are working to gather data, define problems and opportunities, and craft
solutions to the region’s mobility needs. The TSCP also assembles performance data
for the region's public transit systems and reviews ongoing studies and plans. The
report concludes with a sef of issues and recommendations for action to guide NVTC
and its jurisdictions as the region shapes long-range plans for its transportation
network. Finally, appendices provide data on transportation agencies and
organizations, public transit ridership and routes, taxi services, park-and-ride lots, transit
fare and transfer policies, and ongoing studies in the region.

Money is scarce, congestion is getting worse, and existing transportation facilities
are in need of immediate repair. In the future, the picture only looks more bleak.
Between 1990 and 2020, the population of the region is expected to increase by 41
percent, while vehicle trips in the region are predicted to increase by 64 percent, and
vehicle miles traveled daily by 74 percent. Planned investments in road and transit
networks will not keep up with the traffic. In 1990, for example, during the evening rush
hour, 26 percent of vehicle miles travelled in the region were at free-flow speeds, and
45 percent were travelled in stop-and-go conditions. By 2020, these figures will be 12
and 68 percent, respectively.

Daily public transit ridership in Northern Virginia is about 222,000, on several
regional and local systems varying in size from 321 peak-hour Metrobuses in Virginia
to two buses that make up the Tysons Shuttle. Both public agencies and private firms
operate these services. While most encourage transfers between systems, no uniform
regional transit pass yet exists that would reduce the cost and increase the
convenience of travel by public transit.

Among the studies and new initiatives underway in the region are efforts to
implement bus and rail service in the Dulles corridor and provide high-speed rail service
to Richmond. The region is also locking at both bus and rail alternatives in the 1-66
corridor, and is moving forward with extensions and additions to the HOV network. The
new regiona, paratransit system, MetroAccess, began operations in May, 1994.

Recommended actions for future years include enhancements to the transit
system, increased attention to bicycle and pedestrian access to facilities, and an effort
to implement demand mianagement technigues in the region. In upcoming years, the
area will be faced with locating new sources of transportation funding and issues of
regional vs. local control over land use and transportation decisions. NVTC
recommends that these issues be put forward now, so that Northern Virginia and the
entire region can begin to strive for much-needed consensus.
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