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April 8, 2005

Honorable John Warner

United States Senate

225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-4601

Dear Senator Warner:

At its meeting on April 7, 2005, the Northern Virginia Transportation
Commission discussed the status of the federal transportation
reauthorization bill. While the commission is generally pleased with HR-3
as passed by the House of Representatives, one aspect of this bill is
particularly troubling.

HR-3 proposes to alter current federal law with regard to value
pricing and tolling. Virginia and many other states view value pricing (also
referred to as “congestion pricing”) and tolling as an important
supplemental source of transportation funding and method for managing
transportation demand. Several large projects in Virginia include 1-395/95
and [-495 here in Northern Virginia and 1-81. Thus, the Commission
strongly supports changes to federal law that would give states greater
latitude to use these tools, but HR-3 as drafted does just the opposite by
capping the number of such projects nationwide.

In Sections 1209, 1603, and 1604 of HR-3 as approved by the
House, the total number of projects allowed by these sections would be
limited to 25, three, and three, respectively. Previously approved pilot
projects count against these caps, and the total number of projects
approved to date exceeds what HR-3 would allow.

In short, if these unfortunate provisions of HR-3 are enacted by the Senate,
states (including Virginia) would be prevented from starting new congestion
pricing/tolling projects for the duration of the act. This would have
profound, negative implications for Virginia and other states entertaining
new congestion pricing/tolling projects by , preventing what promises to be
a very potent funding and demand management strategy.

| urge you and your colleagues representing the many states
that view congestion pricing/tolling as a vital tool to enact a
reauthorization bill that does not contain the limitations that are
imposed by HR-3. Last year's Senate reauthorization bill (S1072) did
not contain these limits and could serve as a useful startina point.
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Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

Paul Ferguson
Chairman

cc: Virginia Congressional Delegation



