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THE NORTHERN VIRGINIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ELECTS 
NEW OFFICERS & APPROVES WORK PROGRAM FOR 2003
Arlington, VA -- At its meeting on the evening of January 2, 2003, the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission (NVTC) elected new officers for 2003.  Supervisor Elaine McConnell (Springfield District, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors) was unanimously elected as NVTC’s new Chairperson.  Mr. William D. Euille (member of Alexandria’s city council) was elected as Vice-Chairman; and Paul Ferguson (Vice-Chairman of the Arlington County Board) was elected as NVTC’s new Secretary/Treasurer. 
Supervisor McConnell and the newly elected officers will spearhead NVTC’s call for the General Assembly to make some significant changes in the coming legislative session, including:
· Increasing transit’s current share of revenues in Virginia’s Transportation Trust Fund (TTF) from a mere 14.7 percent to 32 percent; and to 
· Increasing NVTC’s own two percent motor fuels tax to four percent, thereby increasing local governments’ funding from $20 million to $40 million in order to support WMATA’s transit services.

The Commission also unanimously supported the adoption of the new NVTC work program 2003.  Throughout the next year, NVTC, working under the leadership of the new officers, will seek to:

· encourage Northern Virginia’s congressional representatives to obtain the greatest possible transit funding in the federal transportation reauthorization process and from other sources of security funding;
· improve regional air quality through the continued implementation of the successful free bus fares on forecast Code Red ozone alert days;
## MORE ##

· focus on enhanced financial management by working closely with the Virginia Department of Taxation to conduct new outreach, educational and audit programs for fuel retailers paying the region’s two percent motor fuels tax;
· establish a strong on-line presence with the launch of NVTC’s new web site in early 2003 which will include updated transit performance data; and
· completion of the Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) study commissioned by NVTC in late 2002, to assess the implementation of various technologies to enhance transit service and operations in Northern Virginia.
Supervisor McConnell looks forward to taking on this leadership role, “I am delighted to be serving as NVTC’s new chairperson.  NVTC has a history of dedicated service to Northern Virginia that I applaud.  I will work closely with my fellow commissioners and the member jurisdictions to provide a network of smart transportation solutions to Northern Virginia’s traffic congestion.”   
Councilman Euille agreed with Ms. McConnell’s sentiments, “I look forward to working with Supervisor McConnell and continuing to serve NVTC in its mission to improve the quality of life for all Northern Virginians through the effective management of our transportation resources.” 

“I am honored to be a part of a team of officers so dedicated to finding solutions to the area’s traffic congestion through transit, ridesharing, bicycle and pedestrian improvements.  Although our commission is limited by funding constraints, we will continue to be an advocate for Northern Virginia residents and commuters seeking better transportation options,” said Paul Ferguson, the new NVTC Secretary-Treasurer.   
Ms. McConnell has a strong record on public transportation issues in Northern Virginia.  Elaine McConnell was first elected to the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors in 1983, and is now serving her fifth term as Springfield District Supervisor.  In addition to her position as supervisor, Mrs. McConnell served as 2001 chairman of the Virginia Railway Express (VRE) Operations Board, chairman of the Economic Advisory Commission and the Fairfax County Board’s Transportation Subcommittee, and serves on the INOVA Hospital Board, and the Northern Virginia Regional Commission.  After serving on NVTC from 1986-1988 and 1992-1995, Mrs. McConnell rejoined the commission in January, 1998.  She has served as NVTC’s vice-chairperson in 2002.  Ms. McConnell’s election to NVTC Chairperson is expected to be formally confirmed by the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors at its meeting on January 6, 2003. 
## MORE ##
Mr. William D. Euille was elected as NVTC’s new Vice –Chairman.  William Euille has served on the Alexandria City Council since 1994 and was re-elected in 1997 and 2000.  He co-chairs the Alexandria Welfare Reform Committee (Alexandria Works!), the Call to Community initiative on racial and ethnic diversity, the Woodrow Wilson Bridge Task Force, and the “PTO” Task Force.  He serves on the Alexandria Economic Development Partnership Inc., Board of Directors and City Council’s Human Service Committee. He represents Alexandria on the WMATA Board of Directors. Mr. Euille is President/CEO of Wm. D. Euille & Associates, Inc., an Alexandria construction services firm.  He joined NVTC in July, 2000 and served as secretary/treasurer in 2002.
Mr. Paul Ferguson joined NVTC as a commissioner in January, 1997.  Mr. Ferguson has served on the Arlington County Board since 1996 and is currently the Vice-Chairman.  He serves on the Board of Directors of the Virginia Association of Counties, and the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments Air Quality Committee.  

NVTC is the leading source of information about public transportation issues in Northern Virginia. NVTC is a regional agency with the mission of managing traffic congestion, restoring clean air, boosting the economy and improving the quality of life for all of Northern Virginia’s citizens through effective public transit and ridesharing networks.   NVTC includes the counties of Arlington, Fairfax and Loudoun and the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax and Falls Church covering over 1,000 square miles with a population of 1.5 million.  The agency manages over $100 million of state and federal grant funds each year for public transit and serves as a forum for its board of 19 state and local elected officials to resolve issues involving public transit and ridesharing.  Copies of NVTC’s complete 2003 legislative agenda, work program, and other information about NVTC, are available at www.thinkoutsidethecar.org or call 703-524-3322.
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